What is claimed is: 



1. An optical reader/comprising: 
an imaging assembly; 

a processor in je?ommunicat ion with said imaging 
assembly; and / 

a memory ±vi communication with said processor having 
an operating prjzxjram stored thereon for controlling 
operation of jsaid optical reader, said optical reader being 
adapted to /eceive a component control instruction from a 
remote processor, and further being adapted to execute 
said component control instruction substantially on receipt 
of sa/d component control instruction from said remote 
processor . 

2. The optica^L reader of claim 1, wherein said 
component control instruction is a remote trigger 
activation instruction .> 

3. The optical reader of claim 1, wherein said 
component control instruction is a remote trigger release 
instruction . 



4. The optical readen of claim 1, wherein said 
imaging assembly includes an illumination source, wherein 
execution of said component control instruction results in 
said illumination source being Controlled. 
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1 5. The optical reader of claim 1, further comprising 

2 an acoustic output device, wherein execution of said 

3 component control instruction results in said acoustic 

4 output device being coirt rolled. 




1 6. The optical reader of claim 1, further 

2 comprising a display, and \wherein execution of said 

3 component control instruction results in a predetermined 

4 indicia being displayed by s^id display device, 

/ 

7. The optical /reader of claim 1, wherein said 
memory stores at leadt one frame of image data, and wherein 
execution of said /component control instruction results in 
said at least ovlb frame of image data being uploaded to a 
remote processor. 



1 8. The optical reader of claim 1, wherein execution 

2 of said component controwLnstruction results in said 

3 processor controlling sa&Jff imaging assembly to capture a 

4 frame of image data in saio. memory. 



1^ 9. An optical reader system comprising: 

a portable optical reader having an imaging 
\^3 / assembly, a /reader processor in communication with said 
imaging 

/ 5 said reader processor, said optical reader being adapted to 



6 receiver a component control instruction from a remote 

7 processor; and 
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8 a remote processor, adapted to transmit a component 

9 control instruction in response to a user input command to 

10 control said optical reader; 

11 said optical reader being programmed so that said 

12 reader processor executes said component control 

13 instruction substantially on receipt of said component 

14 control instruction from said remote processor. 

1 10. The optical reader system of claim 9, wherein 

2 said component control instruction is a remote trigger 

3 activation instruction. 

1 11. The optical reader system of claim 9, wherein 

2 said component control instruction is a remote trigger 

3 release instruction. 

1 12. The optical reader system of claim 9, wherein 

2 said imaging assembly includes an illumination source, and 

3 wherein execution of said component control instruction 

4 results in said illumination source being controlled. 

1 13. The optical reader system of claim 9, wherein 

2 said optical reader includes an acoustic output device, and 

3 wherein execution of said component control instruction 

4 results in said acoustic output device being controlled. 
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1 14. The optical reader system of claim 9, wherein 

2 said optical reader includes a display, and wherein 

3 execution of said component control instruction results in 

4 a predetermined indicia being displayed by said display 

5 device. 




15. The optzfcal reader system of claim 9, wherein 
said reader memory stores at least one frame of image data, 
and wherein ^cecution of said component control instruction 
results in/said at least one frame of image data being 
uploaded^ to said remote processor. 



1 , 16. The optical reader system of claim 9, wherein 

2 execution of said component control instruction results in 

3 said reader processor controlling said imaging assembly to 

4 capture a frame of image data in said reader memory. 




